Vitiligo: current medical and scientific understanding.
Vitiligo is a relatively common acquired skin depigmentary disease with a complex presentation, therapy, and etiology. Both the prognosis and therapeutic response for patients with vitiligo is unpredictable. Multiple current therapies exist however the efficacy of these are not optimal. The cause of vitiligo appears to be a combination of genetic effects in both the immune system and the melanocyte itself with a precipitating factor instigating their interaction and resulting in the melanocyte destruction. Headway is being made in understanding the etiology of vitiligo that should culminate in new and improved therapies.